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Welcome to our 2015 Annual Gala.  !is gala is a celebration of our member’s 
achievements, business awards and the gathering of our colleagues, members, business 
leaders, and community partners. !e theme for the 2015 Annual Gala is “Celebrating 
the Future” and we are excited to welcome our Keynote Dr. Juan Hernández.

!is is a special evening for me as I pass the baton on to the next group of chamber 
leaders.  !ese leaders will continue the legacy of promoting our mission to provide 
access and training to our Hispanic small business owners, as well as providing 
networking opportunities to those wanting to reach out to the Hispanic market.  

It is also gratifying to be celebrating the 40th anniversary of the founding of Group 
O.  My son Gregg continues the legacy of providing high quality products and 
services to our customers of corporate America.  We look forward to “Celebrating 
the Future” with the Greater Quad Cities Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. 

So let’s enjoy this evening of friendship, networking and relationship 
building and make 2015 a wonderful year for all!

Sincerely,

Robert Ontiveros  
Chairman Emertius

In 2008, a dedicated number of volunteers lent their talent to create a new 
organization to focus on the business needs and contributions of the growing Hispanic 
population in our region.   Since then !e Greater Quad Cities Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce has brought in numerous speakers to discuss topics of diversity 
and inclusion.  With workshops and networking events, we have allowed people 
of all backgrounds to connect and create meaningful business relationships.  

Today the chamber board and sta" are still busy building bridges.  With the mentorship 
of one of the most respected business leaders in our community, Bob Ontiveros, 
and tremendous support of our members, we are poised to continue to bring a 
unique value to area businesses, professionals and students for years to come.  

Tonight we celebrate the future!  Join me and !e Greater Quad Cities Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce as we forge ahead creating opportunities for all in 2015 and beyond.  

Saludos,

Alvaro Macias 
Chairman

To all our friends, members, and sponsors 

Alvaro Macias 



Lee Vasquez 
On behalf of the Greater Quad Cities Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, I would 
like to welcome all of you to our 6th Annual Gala Celebration.  We have just 
#nished another very successful year and are already looking forward to 2015.  

We want to give special thanks to our members, sponsors and supporters.  With 
your ongoing support, we can continue to provide the programs, networking 
opportunities and resources that will make a di"erence in our community.  By us all 
working together, we can achieve the mission and goals that we initially set out.

!anks you for joining us this evening.  We hope that you will have an enjoyable experience 
and that you will look forward to joining us again next year for our 7th Annual Gala.  

Lee Vasquez  
Executive Director

!e Greater Quad Cities Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce proudly announces the Paul Lensmeyer 
Future Leaders Scholarship. !e scholarship is made 
possible by a generous donation from Ascentra Credit 
Union to honor the legacy of their late CEO Paul 
Lensmeyer who created opportunities for Hispanic 
members and sta" during his time at the credit union. 
!e scholarship provides one $1,000 award to any 
dependents or employees of any Greater Quad Cities 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce member.  !e scholarship 
is open to any students looking to working with or to 
advance the Hispanic community and will be entering an 
accredited undergraduate, graduate or vocational program.
For more information, visit www.gqchcc.com/scholarship/.

Paul Lensmeyer Future Leaders Scholarship 
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Dear Lee, 

As I re$ect back on 2014, I would like to thank !e Greater Quad Cities Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce (GQCHCC) Board of Directors and sta" for inviting me to participate in the 
Multicultural Speakers Series. I enjoyed my visit to the Quad Cities and I learned a great 
deal about how the Chamber is making a positive impact on the local business community. 

!e Multicultural Foodservice & Hospitality Alliance (MFHA) is proud to be a partner 
with !e GQCHCC and we look forward to working with you in 2015 and beyond. 
!e work you do in the community to advance and promote the contributions that 
Hispanic businesses make to society is invaluable and worthy of recognition.

It is my hope that the funds raised at your upcoming 2015 Annual Gala, on January 
31st, at the Waterfront Convention Center in Bettendorf, Iowa will enable you 
to continue to provide high quality programs, events, technical assistance, and 
networking opportunities for local Hispanic businesses and their supply partners. 

On behalf of the MFHA board of directors and sta" I want you to know 
how much we appreciate your support and commitment to minority 
business development. Best wishes for continued success in 2015.

Sincerely, 

Gerald A. Fernandez, President 
Multicultural Foodservice & Hospitality Alliance

MULTICULTURAL SPEAKER SERIES
FEATURING ALY OLSON, MISS IOWA 2014

SPONSORED BY:
BLACK HAWK COLLEGE AND EASTERN IOWA COMMUNITY COLLEGES DISTRICT

FEBRUARY 19TH, 2015

TO REGISTER OR FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: WWW.GQCHCC.COM

COMMUNITY, DIVERSITY,
NETWORKING & MUCH MORE!
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Gerald A. Fernandez 
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Juan Hernández was born 
in Fort Worth, Texas, from 
a long line of Texans from 
Fort Worth, Burleson and 
Alvarado. Juan completed 
his B.A. at the age of 19 at 
Lawrence University and 
his Doctorate at 25 at Texas 

Christian University (one of 
the youngest graduates in the 
history of both institutions). 

A%er teaching at various 
universities and consulting 
for international corporations, 
Juan founded a Research 
Center at the University of 
Texas at Dallas and advised 
the UT Chancellor on 
programs for all universities 
in the UT system.   

In 1996, Hernandez, who 
had never participated in 
politics, invited Vicente Fox 
(then Governor of the state of 
Guanajuato) to speak at UT 
and meet George W. Bush 
(then Governor of Texas). 
When Fox and Bush decided 
to run for presidents of their 
countries, both sought advice 

from Juan. Fox invited him to 
be his “gatekeeper” and close 
con#dant. Bush’s campaign 
sought his advice on gaining 
the Hispanic vote. Juan 
brought international advisers 
to Fox, taking him to victory 
over a party which had been 
in power for 71 years and 
helped Bush turnout Hispanic 
votes in historic proportions. 
A%er the Fox and Bush 
victories, Juan created US-
Mexico programs bene#ting 
small business on both sides 
of the border, became the 
closest link between president 
Fox and President Bush and 
one of the most e"ective 
promoters of the US-Mexico 
Partnership for Prosperity. 
Juan continues today close to 
the Fox and Bush families.   

Juan has been featured 
on the cover of Fortune 
Magazine as one of the 
“smartest people we know,” 
named “Humanitarian of 
the Year” by Latin Trade 
Magazine & one of the “100 
Most In$uential Hispanics” 
by Hispanic Business 
Magazine. He has received 
over 100 awards and is a 
frequent guest on Fox News, 
CNN and Univision.  (He 
is currently contracted as a 
Political Analyst on CNN 
Español, appearing weekly.)   
Juan continues advising 
international corporations 
and presidential hopefuls 
in many countries. He has 
written and edited eight 
books on politics and poetry. 
Today he lives in Fort Worth, 
Texas, with his wife Estela.

Miss Iowa 2014, Aly Olson represented the 
state of Iowa at the 2015 Miss America Pageant, 
where she was named a top 12 semi-#nalist. Aly 
was also Miss Iowa’s Outstanding Teen in 2010 
and went on to win the Non- #nalist Interview 
award at Miss America’s Outstanding Teen.

Aly was crowned Miss Iowa in June of 
2014 and since then, she has spent  her days 
traveling the state of Iowa promoting the 
Miss Iowa Scholarship Program, Children’s 
Miracle Network, and her personal platform 
Do One !ing: Diversity Everyday.

!rough her platform Do One !ing: Diversity 
Everyday, Aly encourages all to pursue simple 
actionable tasks each day that will lead to 
signi#cant change for diversity and inclusion. 
She works with the Walk It Out Multicultural 

Fashion Show, and other organizations across 
the state. Aly is passionate about spreading 
her message about diversity inclusion.

Aly’s #DoOne!ing project is a social media 
campaign to recognize anything you are doing 
to promote diversity and inclusion. People can 
post their daily #DoOne!ing on Facebook, 
Twitter, or Instagram, to see how their actions 
today are helping accomplish big change.

A senior at the University of Iowa, Aly 
is majoring in Vocal Performance and 
Performing Arts Entrepreneurship. Aly plans 
to perform for her whole life and lead an 
arts organization that works with youth. She 
loves to entertain using her voice and won a 
preliminary talent award at Miss Iowa 2014 for 
her rendition of Carousel’s “If I Loved You.” 

Keynote Speaker Dr. Juan Hernández 

Emcee Aly Olson, Miss Iowa 

Dr. Juan Hernández 

Aly Olson, Miss Iowa



Agenda 
Reception and Silent Auction Open – Music by Ed East Latin Jazz Five
Presentation of Colors – Mexican American Veterans Association
Dinner – Artistic Performance by Quad City Ballet Folklorico
Welcome – Aly Olson, Master of Ceremonies
Opening Remarks – Lee Vasquez, Executive Director | Bob Ontiveros, Chairman Emeritus
Introduction of Presenting Sponsor & Sponsor Remarks – Group O
Introduction of Keynote Speaker – Alvaro Macias, Chairman
Keynote Speaker – Dr. Juan Hernández

Presentation of 2015 Business Awards:   
Presented by Board Members 

Small Business of the Year – Community CPA & Associates Inc.
Corporation of the Year – Alcoa - HABLO
Advocate of the Year – Imelda Crinklaw
Community Leadership Award – Quad Cities Ballet Folklorico
Student Leadership Award – Elizabeth Ochoa-Raya
Closing Remarks and Silent Auction End

Menu 
Arugula Salad with Roasted Corn, Peppers, Chickpeas, Pickled Radish and Sliced 
Black Olives with Cilantro Lemon-Lime Pepper with Flake Vinaigrette
Flat Iron Steak with Spiced Demi-Glace Tequila Shrimp, Chorizo Rice and Cinnamon-Garlic Carrots
Dessert - Tres Leches

Accent Photographics
Adler !eatre

Augustana College
Black Hawk College

Chicago Bears Football Club
Country Style Ice Cream

Dispatch
Eastern Iowa Community 

Colleges District

Hotel Blackhawk
Hungry Hobo

iWireless Center
Jumer’s Casino & Hotel

LULAC Council #10
O&ce Solutions

Putnam Museum
QC Botanical Center

Quad City International Airport

Quad Cities River Bandits
Radisson on John Deere Commons

Results Marketing
St. Ambrose University

Tyson Fresh Meats
Women’s Connection

WQPT Quad Cities PBS

Silent Auction Donors 
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2014 GQCHCC Members 
Gold
American Family Insurance
Group O
Isle Casino
Jumer’s Casino and Hotel
Results Integrated Marketing
Terrostar
University of Iowa  
WQPT

Silver
Quad City Bank & Trust

Bronze
Alcoa, Inc.
Ascentra Credit Union
Ashford University
AT&T
Augustana College
Black Hawk College
City of Bettendorf
City of Davenport
Community Health Care Inc.
DHCU Community Credit Union
DuTrac Community Credit Union
Eastern Iowa Community College District
Enterprise Rent A Car
First Midwest Bank
Holiday Inn & Conference 

Center - Rock Island
Hotel Blackhawk
I Wireless Center
IH Mississippi Valley Credit Union
Iowa American Water
Lee Enterprises
LRC Developers, Inc
Metro LINK
MRA- !e Management Association
SAL Family & Community Services
Sam’s Club
St. Ambrose University
Stoney Creek Inn

Terrell Landscape
!e Family Credit Union
Triumph Community Bank
Tyson Fresh Meat Inc.
Unity Point Health - Trinity
Wal-Mart
Wells Fargo
West Gateway Partners L.L.C
Western Illinois University Quad Cities
WVIK
Corporate
7G Distributing
Billion Auto
City of Moline
City of Rock Island
City of Silvis
First National Bank
McGladrey & Pullen, LLP and 

RSM McGladrey, Inc
Mediacom Communications
Palmer College of Chiropractic
Performance Food Group - !oms 

Proestler Company
!e Sedona Group
United Way of the Quad Cities Area
UnityPoint Health College of 

Nursing & Health Sciences
US Bank
West Music Company, Inc.
Schnell & Hancock, P.C.

Small Business
AAA Minnesota/Iowa
A$ac (Liliana De La Garza)
Best Western Airport Inn
Brown Mackie College
Cali" & Harper
Cardinal Sign & Graphics
Carmen’s Jewelry
Carolina Espinoza Insurance & Financial 

Services, Inc. (State Farm)
Christine Elsberg Insurance Agency, Inc.



Collins Concrete
Colona Chiropractic
Community CPA & Associates
Country Style Ice Cream/ 

Hawaiian Style Co"ee
Cristina Foods, Inc.
Cuatro Language Services
Davenport Country Club
Edward Jones (Paul Schnell)
Familia Dental
Farmers Insurance and 

Financial Services
Fiesta Insurance
Frida Kahlo Mexican Restaurant 

& Lucy’s Bakery
Galaxy 1 Marketing
Glen Gerardy Insurance Agency, 

Inc. - (State Farm)
Guadalajara Restaurant
Hamilton Technical College
Hanson Watson Associates
Hoefer Law Firm
Hola America Publications, Inc. 
Honkamp Kruger & CO, P.C.
Hughes Telephone, Inc.
Inland Home Mortgage
Integrative Pain Centers of America
Javier Perez (NAI Ruhl 

Commercial Company)
Juarez Enterprises
Junior Achievement of the Heartland
Kerry Stoudt
Knight Eagle Contractring Group
Lane & Waterman LLP
Mathew Casillas Agency, LLC
Miller Trucking & Excavating
Molyneaux Risk Solutions
MoPoe & Associates
Mutual of Omaha (Joseph Finnemann)
Nally’s Kitchen, Inc.
Natural Expeditions 
Nerium International (Robert Lilly)

Ontrack, LLC
Orinoco Systems
P.S. Delgado, Wordsmith
Padgett Business Services
Patty Casas (Keller Williams Realty)
Print Group USA
Puryear Law
QPS Employment Group
Quad City Community Healthcare
Quad City International Airport
Quad City Press
Rayz Barber College
Republican Women of 

Rock Island County
Restaurante El Mariachi
River Center Adler !eatre
Rivermont Collegiate
Riverwood Rehab
Rock Island County Democratic Party
Rosales Lawn Care
Shelter Insurance
Sodexo at St. Ambrose University
Springleaf Financial
Statera Solutions, Inc.
Tallgrass Business Resources
Tania Elguezabal
!e Village of Milan
Toppert Services
Trimble Funeral and 

Cremation Centers
Ultimate Green
Wendt Funeral Home
Zertuche’s One Stop Auto

Non-Pro!t
Big Brothers Big Sisters of 

the Mississippi Valley
Boys & Girls Club of the 

Mississippi Valley
Casa Guanajuato Quad Cities
Genesis Health Foundation
Global Awareness Consulting

Girl Scouts of Eastern Iowa 
and Western Illinois

Illinois Small Business Development 
Center/International Trade Center

Jewish Federation of the Quad Cities
Kaaba Shriners: Shriners 

Hospital for Children
KALA-FM
LULAC Council 10
March of Dimes
Mexican American Veterans 

Association
Project NOW, Inc. 
Putnam Museum
QC Botanical Gardens
QC Convention & Visitor Bureau
QC Symphony
Quad Cities Ballet Folklorico
Quad Cities Chamber of Commerce
Quad Cities Marathon & 

Festival of Races
Quad City Health Initiative
Renew Moline
Society of Hispanic 

Professional Engineers
!e ARC of the Quad Cities Area
!e Diversity Service Center of Iowa
Two Rivers YMCA, Inc.
University of Illinois Extension

Individual
Dwayne Hodges 
Glenn Kass
Kristin Humphries
Maria Bribriesco
Maria Mier Llaca
Mark Lousberg
Robert L. Imler
Salvador Garza 
Stephanee Jordan
TSI Consulting
Porter McNeil
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Bronze Sponsors
A"ac

IH Mississippi Valley Credit Union
Illinois Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

Patron Sponsors
Genesis Philanthropy
Louisa Terronez Ewert

Schnell & Hancock, P.C.
Mediacom Communications

#ank you to our sponsors!
Presenting Sponsor Reception Sponsor

Silver Sponsors

Diamond Sponsor

Gold Sponsors
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Building 
Community
A  community  is  only  as  strong  as  its  

people.  That’s  why  the  University  of  Iowa  

was  founded  on  the  belief  that  every    

individual  desrves  the  opportunity  to  

achieve,  regardless  of  differences  in  

culture,  background,  or  beliefs.

The  University  of  Iowa  is  proud  to  be  

a  member  of  the  Greater  Quad  Cities  

Hispanic  Chamber  of  Commerce!

diversity.uiowa.edu
www.uiowa.edu



We work better together.

State Farm® Supplier Diversity Program helps 
build strong and successful working relationships
with businesses like yours. Join us.

Get to a better State®.

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Scan the QR Code to learn more.  
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1777 Isle Parkway • Bettendorf, IA 52722 
1-800-THE-ISLE • www.theislebettendorf.com

© 2014 Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc. Must be 21 to enter the casino.  
Isle and Isle Casino Hotel are registered trademarks of Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc. 

Gambling a problem? There is help. And hope. Call 1-800-BETS-OFF. 
www.theislebettendorf.com 

CONNECT WITH US

EXPERIENCE  

EVERYTHING 
ISLE CASINO HOTEL® BETTENDORF HAS TO OFFER
•  Thrilling gaming with 24-hour casino action including 

1,000 slots, over 20 table games and a non-smoking floor
• Spend the night in comfort in one of our 514 hotel rooms
• Taste a wide variety of unique dining options
• Live monthly headliner entertainment
•  Plan the perfect event with 40,000 square feet of banquet 

and meeting space connected to the casino via skywalk 
with award-winning chefs and experienced catering staff

PERSIGUE SU SUEÑO Y NOSOTROS 
LO PROTEGEREMOS.

La póliza que compres y los servicios corporativos están disponibles solamente en inglés. 
American Family Life Insurance Company    O!cina Central – Madison, WI 53783     006705 - 1/13      ©2013

¿CÓMO FUNCIONA EL SEGURO DE VIDA? ¿CUÁL ES LA DIFERENCIA 
ENTRE EL SEGURO DE VIDA A PLAZOS Y EL SEGURO DE VIDA ENTERA? 
¿POR QUÉ SON IMPORTANTES?
Tratamos de hacer que la compra de un seguro de vida sea fácil. Contamos con agentes que lo ayudarán 
a encontrar la cobertura de seguro de vida más adecuada. Consulte sobre el seguro de vida a plazos 
y el seguro de vida entera y aproveche una revisión gratuita de necesidad de seguro de vida. Es una 
herramienta más que está disponible para ayudarlo a tomar la decisión correcta. American Family Life 
Insurance Company ofrece una variedad de productos para ayudarlo a proteger sus sueños.

PROTECCIÓN PARA  
SU FUTURO

Seth Rowland Agency
American Star Certified Agency
Excellence In Customer Experience
(563) 332-3209
www.sethrowland.com

A Proud Supporter of  
the Greater Quad Cities 

Hispanic Chamber!

Bettendorf, IA 563-322-2065



Feel the excitement the moment you enter Jumer’s Casino & Hotel! 
It’s true Vegas-style gaming, with over 1,000 slot and video poker 
games, all on one level. You’ll be amazed with the great selection, 
complete with a high limit slot room, 24 table games and exciting 
Live Poker Room!

Enjoy a luxurious overnight getaway. Be a high roller in one of our 
205 beautiful hotel rooms and enjoy our indoor pool  
and !tness center. Then experience the ultimate  
pampering at our Salon & Day Spa.

Dine at the area’s best restaurant variety and value.  
Whether you’re looking for a true gourmet experience or an  
“on the go” meal, you’ll !nd one of our four restaurants will  
suit your taste ... from the award-winning signature bu"ets in  
our Player’s Bu"et and !ne dining at DJ’s Steakhouse as well as  
the Blue Square Café and Blue Square To Go deli. 

Everything we do  
is all about you.  
Come experience  
the difference.

If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, crisis 
counseling and referral services can be accessed by calling 
1-800-GAMBLER (1-800-426-2537).

AL
WAY

S SMOKE-FREE!

 

SPECIAL
GUESTS
Arthur
CLIFFORD

Daniel  Tiger
Martha Speaks
Peg+Cat
WordGirl

*Subject to change

*

SAVE THE DATE 

MARCH

21

Imagination
Station

A  W Q P T – Q U A D  C I T I E S  P B S  E V E N T

THIS  SUPER  AWESOME  EVENT  RETURNS
TO  THE  QUAD  CITIES

Learn  more  at  wqpt.org

GAMES  &  
FAMILY  FUN

FOR  EVERYONE

Boys and Girls Club

Congratulates  

The Greater Quad Cities Hispanic Chamber of Commerce  

on it's  

6th Anniversary Celebration 
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www.qcbt.com   |   563.388.7228

QUAD CITY BANK & TRUST
IS PROUD TO SUPPORT THE 
GREATER QUAD CITIES HISPANIC 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Are you or a loved one at 

high risk for lung cancer?

Visit http://www.genesisphilanthropy.org/know-your-risk 
to complete a confidential online survey. 

If you are at high risk for lung cancer, talk to your doctor about 
receiving a FREE low dose CT Scan at any Genesis Imaging Center.

KNOW YOUR RISK.  LEARN MORE AT www.genesisphilanthropy.org

AFFILIATE	
  FOUNDATIONS

www.genesisphilanthropy.org

FIND OUT NOW BY TAKING A FREE, CONFIDENTIAL 

SURVEY ONLINE



Dear Bob, Your vision, guidance, and mentorship are 
the reason !e Greater Quad Cities Hispanic 

Chamber of Commerce has been able to address the needs of Hispanic-owned 
business and Hispanic professionals.  Your story of success serves as a great 
example for our community and a new generation of entrepreneurs.  

Since the inception of the Chamber in 2008, the growth of the chamber 
continues to impact our community.  With your ongoing input and 
support, we continue to provide the programs, networking opportunities 
and resources that will make a di"erence in our community.  !e Greater 
Quad Cities Hispanic Chamber of Commerce is grateful for your exemplary 
leadership and the collaborative e"ort of the entire Quad Cities area. 

As Chairman of the Board you regularly encouraged those around you to step up and 
lead.  As you assume your role of Chairman Emeritus, we look forward to carrying on 
your tradition of empowering others through networking and relationship building.  

!ank you for everything you have done for the chamber, our 
community, and for fostering entrepreneurship in all of us.     

Muchas gracias,  

!e Greater Quad Cities Hispanic Chamber Board of Directors and Sta"

#anks to Bob Ontiveros Board of 
Directors 
Seth Rowland
Maria Llaca
Alvaro Macias
Juanita Zertuche
Robert W. Hill
Todd Ashby
Geneviève Babecki
Tar Macias
Astrid Garcia
Michel Pontarelli
Victor Moreno

Sta$ 
Lee Vasquez
Zenaida Landeros
Cristina Sanchez-Lopez
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